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International and Regional Activities
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International Association for
Volunteer Effort (IAVE)

The International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE) is
a global alliance dedicated to promote and strengthen the
development of volunteerism throughout the world. As a
member organization of IAVE, AVS was invited to join its ‘Global
Network of Volunteering Leadership’ (GNVL) in 2020, to work
with counterparts overseas to advance global volunteering
development.

AVS is committed to encourage young people to participate in
sustainable volunteering. In the year, Mr Carter T Ng, Service
Head and Ms Flora Chung Woon Fan, Chief Executive Officer,
were invited to join online dialogues on 30 June 2022 and
7 March 2023 respectively, to share with the GNVL members
on the topics of ‘Volunteering and Youth Employability’ and
‘Youth Volunteering, Employability and Sustainable Livelihoods:
Exploring the Role of the Corporate Sector’.

UNV — Hong Kong Universities
Volunteer Internship Programme

As a cooperating organization of the United Nations Volunteers
(UNV) in Hong Kong, AVS has been assisting with the promotion
of the UNV Programme since 1998. In collaboration with UNV,
funded by the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau and partnered
with the Hong Kong Volunteers Association and the Peace and
Development Foundation, AVS launched the UNV-Hong Kong
Universities Volunteer Internship Programme in 2015.
Undergraduates from local universities were selected and
sent to the field units of the United Nations (UN) agencies for
a 6-month volunteering assignment, with aim to broaden
their horizons through diversified life and cultural experiences,
enabling them to contribute positively to global development.

Ms Mak Mei Kuen, Alice, SBS, JP, Secretary for Home and Youth
Affairs and Mr Lau Ka Ki, Wallace, JP, Commissioner for Youth,
led more than 10 university volunteers selected this year to
visit the Office of the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(OCMFA) on 2 March 2023 and to meet with Mr Yang Yirui,
Deputy Commissioner of the OCMFA. The university volunteers
departed to undertake six-month volunteering assignments
in UN agencies in Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal and Thailand, say
in the United Nations Development Programme, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, etc, starting
from March 2023.
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Pre-departure training was provided to the selected university
volunteers to equip them with necessary information, knowledge
and skills, to facilitate them to achieve their roles in serving the
volunteer assignments overseas. Topics covered including the
responsibilities and code of conduct of being a United Nations
volunteer, 2030 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), the cultural and economy of the serving countries, team
building, design thinking, etc. These trainings served to equip the
university volunteers with necessary information, knowledge and
skills to facilitate their smooth transition in the work stations.
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The selected university volunteers visited the OCMFA before their overseas assignments
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UNV — Hong Kong Universities
Volunteers Alumni Society

Acting as a knowledge-sharing platform in support of the
development of volunteerism and the promotion of United
Nations’ values of peace and development, the UNV-Hong Kong
Universities Volunteers Alumni Society was established in 2017.
In the year, the Society supported the pre-departure training
for the 6™ Round of UNV-Hong Kong Universities Volunteer
Internship Programme, assisted the selected volunteers
in getting well-prepared for their services, and offered
psychological support throughout their service abroad. The
Executive Committee of the Alumni Society spoke in 'Walk
the Talk on SDGs in NGOs, Corporations, and Individuals'
seminar hosted by Lingnan University (Hong Kong), shared
their experiences of volunteering overseas and discussed the
significance of promoting sustainable development.
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