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Volunteers and Service Users’ Tribute
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‘Share Your Dreams’ Volunteer Project

The ‘Share Your Dreams’ Volunteer Project launched by AVS and
the Hong Kong Bank Foundation has served 40 elderly persons
and children with rare diseases in the past two years. As a
member of the working group, | coordinated and handled over
ten cases. Two of them were particularly memorable: an elderly
person had water seepage problem in her home, resulting in
severe damage to the wooden floor and the built-in wardrobe.
Despite having repaired, the outcome was unsatisfactory.
After being referred to the Home Safety Team of AVS Volunteer
Talent Bank, the skillful volunteers fixed the problem such that
the elderly and her family could regain a normal life. Another
elderly lady used rags and environmental-friendly fabrics to
make colorful, exquisite patchwork products. Unfortunately,
her spouse passed away during the project period and she
indulged in grief. With the support of the project’s volunteers,
she eventually got through the difficult time. | accompanied
her to the hospital to visit her critically ill husband, helped with
arrangements for the cremation and niche, organized workshops,
etc., so that she could regain the joy of life.

Ms Alice Lee
HKCV member

Federation Vaccination Volunteer Team
(FVVT)

In early 2022, Hong Kong was in the midst of a peak in
coronavirus infections. There were many cases of infection and
death in elderly homes. It was heartbreaking to hear about this.
When | learned that the Federation of Medical Societies of
Hong Kong and the Agency for Volunteer Service had launched
an outreach vaccination service for elderly homes, | immediately
signed up without hesitation. My main role was to assist in
contacting working or retired nurses to provide vaccinations
for elderly homes throughout Hong Kong, hoping to lower the
risk of severe illness or death for the elderly after infection. The
service began in March 2022 and lasted for one year. Thanks
to the efforts of all parties involved, most of the elderly in the
participating elderly homes had received their vaccinations, and
the number of confirmed cases and death rates from the coronavirus
had greatly decreased. | was honored to be able to participate
in this meaningful service during the pandemic and felt very
comforted and joyful to be able to serve the elderly in need.

‘ Ms Hilda Chung
" HKCV member
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4C Youth Volunteer Leadership Project

During my first year in the 4C Youth Volunteer Leadership Project,
| was grateful to have encountered an excellent school, a superb
team leader and nice students!

During the orientation, | heard many students sharing the same
message — due to the pandemic, they had been confined to
home learning for the past few years, and they felt they had lost
confidence, struggled with communication, and didn't know
how to build interpersonal relationships.

Under the leadership of a superb team leader, the students
successfully organized two volunteer activities, selling handmade
soaps to raise fund for the education of the underprivileged
children in Sri Lanka and organizing a Family Fun Day.

Although our online meetings were always held in the evening,
after a day of classes and homework, students still attended
punctually, which was truly impressive. They had many interesting
ideas and insights, and as a team mentor, my role was to help
them in thinking, rather than just telling them what to do.

Becuase of the need for online meetings, | learned to use Discord
for the first time! It was also my first time distributing flyers and
selling handmade soaps with students on the street! As a team
mentor, | also grew through the learning process.

After half year’s experience in organizing volunteer activities,
what | saw was a group of students who become more confident,
committed, perseverant, and caring towards their teammates! |
was extremely gratified to witness their transformation and growth.

As the service drew to a close, | felt reluctant to part with my
students. | hope that what they have learned would be helpful
to them in the future.

Ms Catherine Ng
4C Volunteer Mentor
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The 25t Standard Chartered
Hong Kong Marathon

The Standard Chartered Hong Kong Marathon is a renowned
sports event that a lot of people might have participated in, yet,
this was my first time joining this mega event. Due to the epidemic,
the Marathon was suspended in the past few years. At first, | was
worried that | would not be able to cope with such a large-scale
event. Fortunately, AVS organized an informative briefing session
and enlisted the support of experienced organizations, which
enabled me to gain a clear understanding of the event’s operation
and facilitated my effective communication to volunteer members.
On the race day, despite the requirement to assemble at midnight,
all the volunteers arrived punctually. We were very excited as it was
our first time walking in the restricted area of the Western Harbour
Crossing. As course marshals, our primary responsibility was to
ensure the runners staying on course while preventing other
pedestrians from entering the race route. Additionally, we were
entrusted with the task of supplying the runners with necessary
provisions and guiding them to the finishing point. Despite the
long duration of our service, we all enjoyed it very much. In fact,
we planned to participate in this service again next year.

Mr Schroeder Tam
Volunteer Leaders Team
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